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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan is recognized for
5 minutes.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, this is the
final amendment to the bill, which will
not kill the bill or send it back to com-
mittee. If adopted, the bill will imme-
diately proceed to final passage, as
amended.

This Republican bill is unnecessary
because the IRS already, as has been
said, has rules in place to terminate
employees that are delinquent on their
taxes. But it is important to note that
out of the entire Federal Government,
the employees of the Treasury Depart-
ment have the lowest tax delinquency
rate, a rate of 1.19 percent, one-fourth
the delinquency rate for the U.S. House
of Representatives, which is over 5 per-
cent, and substantially lower than the
delinquency rate for the general public,
which is about 9 percent.

My motion would stop this bill from
going into effect in any year that the
Federal tax delinquency rate of either
the House or the Senate is more than
that of the Treasury Department. It is
that simple.

You know what we are doing here.
We are taking precious time on the
floor of this House of Representatives
to deal with a bill that will go no-
where, that has no impact, and is sim-
ply a talking point to continue to beat
up the IRS.

Meanwhile, we have public health
crises taking place. The Zika crisis,
which endangers pregnant women,
what have we done on the floor of the
House to deal with that real crisis?
What have you brought to the floor for
us to vote on? Nothing.

And in my own hometown of Flint,
Michigan, a city of 100,000 people who
now for 2 years have not been able to
drink water that comes from the tap
because it has been poisoned by the
terrible decisions of its State govern-
ment, a community in crisis that has
every right to expect that its govern-
ment, its Federal Government, would
come to the aid of these people, 100,000
people poisoned by their own State
government in crisis, 9,000 children
under the age of 6 who for 2 years have
had lead going into their bodies. Lead
is a neurotoxin.

Three people today in Michigan have
been criminally charged for inflicting
this terrible tragedy on my hometown,
a city in America in crisis, facing a dis-
aster. And what is the response of the
United States Congress? What is the
response of the Republican leadership?

Not 1 minute devoted to coming up
with a solution for the people in Flint.
Nothing. More messaging bills, more
talk, no help for people in crisis, no ef-
fort to deal with the Zika crisis, and
nothing, nothing for this great Amer-
ican city facing an existential threat
and facing generations of impacts, un-
less the State, that so far has failed to
step up, and the Federal Government
act.

I sat through the hearings that have
been held here in the United States
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Congress and listened to Members,
Democrats and Republicans, offer con-
cern and offer sympathy. But when I
introduced the Families of Flint Act,
an effort that would share equally the
responsibility for solving this terrible
crisis between the State and Federal
Government, rather than arguing
about who was at fault—we all have a
sense that the State of Michigan is at
greatest fault—but rather than 1liti-
gating that question, we seek to solve
the problem.

Not only do I not yet have one Re-
publican cosponsor who has been will-
ing to step up, nearly 100 Democrats
have, and I am sure there will be more.
And I asked for help from my friends
on the other side, but no time on this
floor has been devoted to what is clear-
ly one of the biggest crises facing this
Nation—a great American city facing a
threat, a literal threat to its existence,
a threat to the health of those people,
a threat to the future of those children.

One of the first votes I cast when I
came here to the House of Representa-
tives was to cast a vote to provide re-
lief to the victims of Hurricane Sandy,
not my district, not my community,
not my region, but fellow Americans.
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I was proud of that vote. I was proud
that, at that moment, on that day, as
a Member of the House of Representa-
tives, I was first an American, and
when other Americans were suffering,
we were willing to help. Why not Flint?
Why spend time on these meaningless
political messaging bills when there
are real problems in this country that
need to be addressed?

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we put aside
this nonsense and get to the work that
the American people sent us here to do.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from North Carolina is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, the mo-
tion to recommit is an attempt by the
minority to gloss over the IRS’ failure
to enforce its rules for IRS employee
conduct and over its failure to protect
taxpayer dollars.

Quite simply, this bill would require
the IRS to report to Congress as to
whether it has employees with seri-
ously delinquent tax debt or to report
why it cannot provide that information
to Congress.

As I have said multiple times, the
American people deserve and expect
IRS employees to follow the same tax
laws that they administer. That is an
expectation of the IRS; so it is not sur-
prising that the IRS would have a low
rate of delinquency amongst its em-
ployees. IRS employees should know
that it is current law. Current law ac-
tually requires that the IRS fire will-
fully tax-noncompliant employees un-
less they have reasonable cause for not
paying their taxes. What is shocking is
that, in most cases, Mr. Speaker, the
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IRS leadership fails to even document
why delinquent employees are not pe-
nalized, and 61 percent were not penal-
ized for having delinquent taxes.

This legislation, Mr. Speaker, is a
critical step forward in restoring ac-
countability and trust in the IRS. It is
a trust that has been broken—a trust,
I would argue, that doesn’t exist be-
tween the people and the IRS.

I urge my colleagues to make the
IRS accountable to the American peo-
ple—to vote against the motion to re-
commit and to vote ‘“‘yes’ on H.R. 1206.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recommit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the order
of the House of today, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 18 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of Georgia) at 3
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the order
of the House of today, proceedings will
resume on questions previously post-
poned.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

The motion to recommit on H.R.
1206;

Passage of H.R. 1206, if ordered; and

Passage of H.R. 4885.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

——————

NO HIRES FOR THE DELINQUENT
IRS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to recommit on the bill (H.R. 1206)
to prohibit the hiring of additional In-
ternal Revenue Service employees



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-24T11:14:58-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




